WASHINGTON DFFICE:

1730 LonewoRTH House OFfice BuLDing
WasHINGTOr, DC 20515-4708
TeLerHoONE; [202) 225-7761

Fax: [202) 225-4282

DAVID G. REICHERT

BTH DisTRICT, WASHINGTON

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS
SURCOMMITTEE ON TRADE
SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT

DISTRICT OFFICE:
2737 78TH AVENUE, SE, Suite 202

" SUBCOMMITTEE ON SOCIAL SECURITY MERCER ISLAND, WA 98040
- TELEPHONE: (20B) 275-3438
@ongress of the Tuited States Tou T (37 3203208
House of Representatives s gotlchet
Washingion, B 205154708
April 2, 2009
The Honorable David Obey The Honorable Jerry Lewis
-Chairman Ranking Member
House Appropriations Commitiee House Appropriations Committee
H-218, The Capitol 1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

- Dear Chairman Obey and Ranking Member Lewis:

I am requesting funding in the FY 2010 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development and
Related Agencies Appropriations bill, FHA Transportation and Community and System
Preservation Account for grade separation. The entity to receive funding for this project is the
City of Auburn, located at 25 West Main Street, Auburn, WA 98001. The funding would be used
to complete the right of way acquisition. I certify that neither I nor my spouse has any financial
“interest in this project. ' o L

T hereby certify that this request will be made publicly available on my Official Website as
required by Chairman Obey's new Committee policy that only posted requests will be
considered.

Consistent with the Republican Conference’s policy on project requests, I hereby certify that to
the best of my knowledge this request: {1) is not directed to an entity or program that will be
named after a sitting Member of Congress; (2} is not intended to be used by an entity to secure
funds for other entities unless the use of funding is consistent with the specified purpose of the
carmark; and (3} meets or exceeds all statutory requirements for matching funds where
applicable. I further certify that should this request be included in the bill, T will place a
statement in the Congressional Record describing how the funds will be spent and justifying the
use of federal taxpayer funds. '

Sincerely,

T, Budd

- DAVID G. REICHERT
Member of Congress

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




OFFICE OF CONGRESSMAN DAVE REICHERT (WA-08)

PROJECT REQUEST CERTIFICATION

By submitting this request for federal funding, | certify that:

»  This project directly benefits the residents of Washington’s Eighth Congressional District and
merits federal funding assistance.

- = None of the funds requested will be used for a new building, program, or project named after a
sitting Member of Congress.

*  None of the funds requested will be used to secure funds for other entities unless the use of
funding is consistent with the specified purpose of the project request. -

* For requests where the receiving entity is not a unit of federal, state, or local government, or
where the entity receiving the funding will not be providing support to a federal, state, or iocall
government, or will not be providing research, the organization will provide matching funds,
including in-kind contributions of 5% or more above the statutory requirement.

*  For requests from non-federal, -state, or -local government entities or other public institutions, the
organization will submit an End User Letter(s) of Support from a public official representing the
direct beneficiaries of the project. This will be inserted into the Congressional Record and
disclosed on the Member’'s Congressional Website.

»  Under separate cover, | agree to provide a comprehensive plan outlining the sources of funding
for the duration of the project; the percent and source of required matching funds, anticipated
sources of the funding for the duration of the project, and a detailed budgest for how federal
funding assistance will be used to support the project.

= |n the interest of transparency, any information submitted with this project request may be
disclosed for public review, including but not limited to the Committee or Member's Congressional
Website and the Congressional Record.

*  Should the project receive federal funding, | agree to disclose whether | hired a lobby firm; if so, '
the name of the fobby firm; and how much was paid to advocate for this project.

PROJECT NAME: M ST SE Grade Separation

NAME OF PERSON CERTIFYING: Peter B. Lewis

TITLE OF PERSON CERTIFYING: Mayor, City of Auburn WA

LEGAL NAME OF ENTITY MAKING REQUEST: City of Auburn

LEGAL ADDRESS OF ENTITY MAKING REQUEST: 25 West Main, Auburn WA 98001

SIGNATURE: o  DATE: 3/26/2009




OFFICE OF CONGRESSMAN DAVE REICHERT (WA-08)

CONGRESSIONAL SITE VISIT CERTIFICATION

in the interests of accountability and transparency, we require that either the Congressman or a
member of the Congressman’s professional staff visit each project site requestmg federal -
funding. This wilf enable our office tc more thoroughly assess the merits of each project and
enstre that limited taxpayer funds are invested wisefy.

Upon completion of the congressional site visit, please complete this form and have a
representative from the organization {not a representative from a lobbying firm) sign . The
Congressional Staff Member visiting the site will be responsible for collecting the form at the
time of the visit.

| hereby certify that on , 2009 Congressman Dave Reichert/a professional
staff member from Congressman Dave Reichert’s office visited our organization/project
for the purposes of reviewing our request for federal funding.

PROJECT NAME: M Eﬁ’ 1?&‘{"

DATE OF CONGRESSIONAL VISIT: /‘4@1/;/ 2, 2009

NAME OF PERSON CERTIFYING: rjﬂ /e / 5. /7(54 7

TITLE OF PERSON CERTIFYING: Aot 7 /) :44/ ,47%1/}7@@/

LEGAL NAME OF ENTITY MAKING REQUEST: /7 //éj @3 MM

LEGAL ADDRESS OF ENTHY MAKING REQUEST: 7/5 MZJ% S er /QLL wt?,
SIGNATURE: - V/ /(//(J/ Q/RJ v\V\ . DATE: 1//5, éq w A7)

e =

MEMBER/CONGRESSIONAL STAFF MEMBER:

SIGNATURE: "ZFZ 2 o, DATE: 4, 1,24
’ L 4













March 26, 2009

Mayor Lewis

City of Auburn

25 West Main Street
Auburn, WA 98001

RE: City of Auburn M Street Grade Separation Project
Dear Mayor Lewis:

The FAST Corridor partnership fully supports the City of Auburn’s efforts to seck federal
funding for the M Street Grade Separation Project. This project is a FAST priority project that
will improve freight mobility while enhancing safety and quality of life for Auburn residents.

This project will eliminate rail/ arterial conflicts, add capacity, improve air quality, and
complement other freight improvements completed and underway in the City of Auburn and
King County that serve the regional freight system. Securing funding for the preliminary
engineering phase of the M Street Grade Separation project is essential for moving the project
forward.

The Freight Action STrategy for the Everett-Seattle-Tacoma Corridor (FAST Corridor) is a
partnership of 26 local cities, counties, ports, federal, state and regional transportation agencies,
railroads and trucking interests, intent on solving freight mobility problems with coordinated
solutions. FAST projects benefit local communities, the state, ports, railroads, and the nation by
facilitating trade and economic development. Nearly one in three jobs in Washington State is
related to international trade and half the exports leaving our ports are goods produced in
Washington. In addition to the economic benefits, FAST projects improve safety and mobility
for local communities. ' .

Thank you for your support for the FAST Corridor projects and your commitment to enhancing
the Northwest's role as one of the country’s most important trade corridors.

Sincerely,

2

Sean Ardussi
Senior Planner
Puget Sound Regional Council / FAST Corridor




F. M. (Mixs) Cowres Burlington Northera Santa Fe

-&i ?ﬂg ;::ﬁc;s | 254 %imgn;ll Avenue So, e 1-A RESEEVEQ '
British Columbia _ y '
E-Mail: Mike.Cowles@BNSF.com MAR 1 0O b=
Phone: 206-625-6146
Fex: 206-625-6115 : CITY OF AUBURN
: PUBLIC WORKS DEPT
March 6, 2003 .
Dennis Dowdy®
Public Works Director
City of Auburn

25 W. Main Street
Auburn, WA. 98001-4916

Dear Mr. Dowdy:

The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway supports the city of Auburn’ efforts in the
proposed construction of the "M" Street underpass.

The construction of the "M" Street underpass where it will cross under the Burlington Northern
and Santa Fe Stampede Pass line will create a efficient flow of traffic unimpeded by train traffic,
eliminating the possibility of train/vehicular collisions. The city of Auburmn is growing rapidly
and with the construction of the "M" Street underpass it will rehcve the congestion normally
found today on Auburn Way South -

The city of Avuburn along with it’s FAST partners successfully completed both the 3ICI Street SW
overpass and the 227" Street overpass, both streets cross the Burlington Northern and Santa Fe’s
mainline. . Both of these projects have greatly improved the east/west flow of traffic in and out of

_Auburn. The construction of the "M" Street underpass will improve the north/south flow of
traffic in and out of Auburn. Relieving traffic congestion will turn Auburn into a more desirable
community for living, working and for shopping. Improving traffic congestion in turn improves
air quality and the mobility of freight into the Ports of Tacoma and Seattle. .

As a FAST partner we are obligated to participate in the construction costs of the project and we
feel that this project is deserving of that obligation.

Sincer y,
M]kc) Cowles

Mgr Public Pro;ects

IMC

Cc Patti Otley

File: ‘Auburn, WA. - "M" Street underpass

BNSFIhl.sty
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CITY OF AUBURN
PUBLIC WORKS DEPT.

'_ ﬁ Port of Seattle

February 19, 2003

Attn: Dennis Dowdy, Public Works Dlrector
City of Aubum

25 W Main

Auburn WA 98001

Re: M Street SE Grade Separation Project

Dear Mr. Dowdy:

T’'m please to support the City of Auburn’s M Street SE Grade Separation, a FAST Phase 2
project. The purposes of the M Street SE Grade Separation Project are to improve mobility of

- freight and of all travel modes, to increase vehicle capacity on essential arterial linkages, and to
improve safety by reducing the rail and road conflicts. The project would ehmmate one existing. -
at-grade rail crossing and reduce conflicts at another.

This project is a part of the Freight Action STrategy (FAST) Corridor. The FAST Corridor
projegt is an effort to promote and protect the regional economy by reducing the time for
transport of goods from the Ports of Seattle and Tacoma to destinations in the midwest and east.
This particular element of the FAST project will eliminate the conflict between automobile and
rail traffic along the Stampede Pass rail line. As the Stampede route increases in usage, trains are
anticipated to get longer, more frequent, and potentially higher-speed; this grade separation will
lessen the resultant traffic delays on sutface crossings. Implementation of grade separation
projects, such as this one, are critical to the ability of our regional ports to compete with the ports
in California and in turn to our regional economic hcalth and v1ab1hty

We endorse your efforts to secure funding for this project. Please call me, or our Regional
Transportation Program Planner, Geri Poor at 206/728-3778, if you have questions.

Sincerely,
o

Charlie Sheldon
. Managing Director, Seaport

P.O-Box 1208 - .
‘Seattle, WA 98111- 1209 USA
_(206) 728-3000

FAX (206) 728-3252
www.poriseatile.org

@
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February 20, 2003

ClTl.;EB °1 2'603
-  PUBLIC i AUBURN
Mr. Dennis Dowdy ORKs DEPT
Public Works Director
. City of Auburn - '
25 W Main

Auburn WA 98001
Re: Grade Separation Project - M Street SE

Dear Mr. Dowdy:

We understand that the City.is pursuing the grade separation project for M Street SE, and
wish to express our support for the project. :

~ Separation of M Street SE will help facilitate movement in the south énd of Auburn
 (where we are active) in a number of ways, including: 1) separation of traffic from the
busy rail line leading to Stampede Pass, 2) offer an improved north/south comridor for
movement of freight and vehicles through the Auburn area, 3) spread traffic more evenly
in the area thus providing relief and better overall movement in already congested areas,
4) improve opportunities for future trains on the important Stampede Pass line by '
removing an on-grade crossing in a growing area and FAST Corridor, 5) improve the
economic strength and competitiveness of the region by facilitating movement in an
.-important part:of the region, and 6) improve safety for pedestrians; vehicles and trains.

Plewse foe free 1o contact us ¥ you herve uuy qeestions or nood addirionat m&‘mmatm -

Sincerely,
SEGALE BUSINESS PARK.

Mark B. Hancock :

PO Box 88028 » Tukwila,WA 98188-2028 -
5811 Segale Park Drive *C" » Tukwila, WA 98188-4798
Telephone 206 575-2000 » Fax 206 575-1837
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February 11, 2003

THE
REGIONAL ENTERPRISE CENTER

Atin: Dennis Dowdy, Public Works Director

~ City of Auburn
25 W Main
Auburn WA 98001

Re: M Strest SE Grade Separation Project

Dear Mr. Dowdy:

This letter is a confirmation that the Auburn Area Chamber of Commerce is supportwe of
the M Street SE Grade Separation Project.

The purpose of the M Sireet SE Grade Separation Project is to improve the safety of all
-modes of travel, increase the vehicle capacity, provide essential arterial lmkages in the
corridor and to remove the rail and road conflicts at one existing at-grade crossing and

: reduce the conflicts at another.

This projectis a part of the Freight Action STrategy (FAST) Corridor. The FAST
Corridor project is an effort to promote and protect the regional economy by rcducmg the
time for transport of goods from the ports of Seattle and Tacoma to destinations in the
Midwest and east. This particular element of the FAST project will eliminate the conflict
between automobile and rail traffic along the Stampede Pass line. The grade separation
of this crossing can lead to longer trains, a greater frequency of trains and potentially
higher train speeds making this regionally s1gn1ﬁcant route more viable. The ability of
the region’s ports to compete with the ports in California and the southwestern FAST

Corridor is paramount to the economic health and viability of the region.

If you should have any questions or need any additional information please feel free to
give us a call.

Sincerely,

" Aubumn Area Chamber of Commerce -

. 108_S.DIVISION ST.SUITE B ¢+ AUBURN, WA 08001-5316 » 253-833-00700 « Fax 253-735-4091
e-mail: AuburnCC@AuburnAreaWA.ore htto:iwww AuburnAreaWa.ore -
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Puget Sound Regional Council

' S L TN TAYTEN
F“*253-931.39§3 | G _

| September 24, 2002

Atmn: Dennis Dowdy, City Engineer
City of Anburn

25 W Main

Aubum WA 9800}

Re: M Street SE Grade Separation Project

Dear Mr. Dowdy: _

‘This letter is a confirmation that the Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) is supportive
of the M Street SE Grade Separation Project. This project is not currently on our 2003-

The project is included in our adopted long-range transpdrration plan, Destination 2030.
This project is a part of the Freight Action STrategy (FAST) Corridor. The FAST _ -

viability of the region. The Regional Council’s Executive Board is scheduled to endorse a -
memorandum of understanding for the FAST corridor on September 26, 2002 and this
project is included in the memorandum, _ '

The M Street SE Grade Separation Project meets this region’s long-range plans by
‘meeting some of the policies in Destination 2030 as follows:

RT-8.1
The purpose of the M Street SE Grade Separation Project is to improve the safety of all

modes of travel, increase the vehjcle capacity, provide essential arterial linkages in the
corridor and to remove the rail and road conflicts at one existing at-grade crossing and
reduce the conflicts at another. :

10 ) Westtn Avenue, Sule 500  Sealte Woshrighon 1041035 +£206) 4547090 - X {206) 5874825 - psic.on




RT-8.17 & RT-8.34 B |
- This project is required to reduce the congestion caused as part of the re-opening of the

Stampede Pass line in 1996, Since the re-opening, the traffic congestion has been
steadily increasing. Making this improvement will improve regional air quality, freight

- mobility (both roadway and railway) and safety as well as maintaining road system
capacity in the face of growing regional demnand. This project is in a Carbon Monoxide
and Ozone Maintenance Area as designated by the PSRC. Reductions in vehicle queues
a1 train crossings will provide a benefit for reducing emissions. ,

The Stampede Pass rail line has been idenfified as a regionally significant facility for
keeping the Ports of Tacoma and Seattle competitive. Improvements to the overall line
over Stampede Pass in conjunction to the grade-separations within the City of Auburm
will make the route more viable. A 199]) study of Washington Ports and Transportation
Systerns indicated the use of rail routes parallel to Stampede Pass including ver SR2
through Wenatchee and along the Columbia River between Vancouver and Walla Walla
as the most heavily used routes (over 20 Million Gross Ton Miles per mile of rail).
Opening up the Stampede Pass route which was closed at the time, would provide
alternatives to those congestéd rail routes.

RT-8.2; RT-8.19 &RT-8.33 : - -

Safety will be improved at both the M Street and R Street crossings by eliminating _
ped/bike/vehicle conflicts with trains at M Street'and improving overall sight distance
while reducing traffic volumes at the R Street at-grade rail crossing. The project
proposes raising the tracks within:design criteria for the rai). Overall speed for trains
ascending Stampede Pass will likely be maintained at their current design speeds.

H you should have anj' questions or need any additional information please call Karen
Richter, (206) 464-6343. : :
Sincerely,

Mary McCurmber, : '

Executive Director

cc:  Karen Richter, PSRC
Pete Beaulieu, PSRC

XATRANSVITPTIBNOZ support lctters\Aubum M St SE r.doe

o TOTAL PAGE.B2 %ok




M Street SE Grade Separation

CITY OF %"

e WASHINGTON

e

Auburn, WA

Funding Summary
_ Funding Source | (million) | (m n). | Applicablo Phase |-

City of Auburn (Prio . .

' ey Pre-Design, Design,

Years', 09,10 $22 Environmental

budgets)

FY08 Transportation $0.12 Design,

Appropriations ) Environmental

City of Auburn - Design, fMu%sb:r?Q:é%irg%I City
PWTF Pre- $2.00 Environmental, ROW, matching in advance of
Construction Loan Construction thelr avallability.

Current request will fund
g right of way and make
2010 Appropriations $4.60 ROW construction funding
more available.

Freight Mobility

Strategic Investment , $300,000 must be spent by
Board (FMSIB) — $6.00 | Construction July 1, 2011

State Funds

13 bucget por CFP) $1.20 Construction udgotoycle -

. i t
ar;lrs IEAST MOU) $1.10 Construction (55‘32”5? ;E«;}g::[}gcsgfemen
Ports - _ Secure funding agreement

. . .

(per FAST MOUY $1.50 Construction |()30 ﬁ)of project cost per
Funding ROW will make

. this project a strong

TIB $2.00 Construction contender for this
competitive grant program.
Funding ROW will make
this project a strong

Federal STP Grant $1.70 - Construction contender for this
competitive grant program,

Total $10.3 $3.8 $8.3

Funding Need Per Phase

: _ Funding

Design and 10/8 to 1/10 $2.4 million $2.4 million No Gap
Environmental

Right-of-Way . -
Acquisition 2110 to 2/11 $4.6 million None $4.6 miltion
Construction 5/11 to 10/12 $15.4 million $9.7 million $5.7 million
Total $22.4 million | $12.1 million $10.3 million

March 20, 2009




FY2010 APPROPRIATIONS REQUEST FORM

REPRESENTATIVE DAVE REICHERT (WA-08)
(ONE project/program per form)

EN‘ERAL INFORMATIO_

Organization making request:  City of Auburn : Federal Tax Status: Mumc:pal Corporatlon

Address: 25 West Main Street

City: Auburn | State: WA ! ZIP Code: 98001

Point of Contact(POC): Carolyn Robertson Government Relations Manager
" Ptmlmc;r:e 1253-931-3096 : Email: crobertscn@auburnwa qov
" Address:25 West Main Street

City: Auburn | State:: WA © ZIP Code:98001

DC Representation (if any): Glynda Becker McBee Strategic/Kristen Michal — Washington Advocates

Email:

Phone:202-234-1223/425-467-6500 gbecker@mcbeestrategic.com//kristen. m!chal@washmgtonzadvocates com

Address:801 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Suate 800 N Bundlngf'lOQOO NE 8" Street, Suite 1520

City: Washington//Bellevue State DC//WA i ZIP Code: 20004//98004

- PROJECT/F

PROJECT TITLE: M Street SE Grade Separatlon PrOJect

Prioritized: _ 1 of 2 total requests for your organizaticn o

Appropriations Bill: (Please check)

_ Agriculture __ Commerce, Justice, Science __ Defense
____ Energy and Water ___Interfor and Environment
State, Foreign Operations . __ labor, Heath and Human Services, and Education
_ Military Construction, Veterans” Administration ___ Homeland Security
_ X Transportation, Housing and Urban Development ____ Financial Services

Legislative Branch

Agency/Bureau {i.e. FBI; Corps of Engineers; US Navy; ARS, etc.): Federal Highway Administration

Account (i.e. Buildings and Facilities, Aviation Safety; Capital Improvements, etc): Fiscal Year 2009 Transportation and Housing and Urban
DPevelopment and Related Agencies Appropriations Bill, Federal Highway Administration, Transportation and Community and System Preservation
Account

Amount requested for FY2010: $4.6 million

.Total cost of project: $22.4 million

Minimum amount of FY2010 funding needed to begin or sustain this project: $§ 4.6 million

Is this program authorized? __¥YES _X_NO If YES, bill number: Year:

Is this program funded in the Presrdent’s FY10 budget request?

___YES _X__NO IFYES, amount: $

Antu:lpated total future requests Zero if fully funded

Local state and/or prlvate fundmg sources: Clty of Auburn; FMSIB (secured) ;BNSF & Ports (antlmpated per FAST MOU) TIB

Total Amount: $16 million Over the next 3 years

Other sources of Federal funding: Federal STP Grant

Total Amount: $1.8 million Cver the next 3 years

Federal Agency Sponsor or Program Manager: NA




Offica:

Phone Number:

Other agency advocate (if any):

Office:

Phone Number:

Are you requesting this through any other office(s): If yes, which office(s):

No
FISCAL YEAR PRESIDENT'S REQUEST ORGANIZATION'S FUNDING AMOUNT APPROPRIATIONS ACCOUNT,
: REQUEST BILL SUBACCOUNT
FY 2008 S0 $2 million $122,500 {$500,000; | Fiscal Year 2008 . DOT, Surface
minus 2 percent cut; | Transportation and Transportation
divided by four cities)! Housing and Urban Priorities

Develepment and
Related Agencies-
. Appropriations Bil

Executive Summary/Project Description (MAXIMUM 200 Words):
- Please include a discussion of the project’s merits, relevance, eligibility, and why it is a valuable use of taxpayer funds.

- Please limit your description to 200 words.
You may attach additional information, however, please understand that the description provnded below wrlf be used for any and all public

 disclosure requirements,

This project is one of the five recommended projects identified in the 1997 Auburn Stampede Rail Fraffic Impact Study to mitigate the impacts from
BNSF expanding operations on the Stampede Pass rail line. On average, three to four 6,500 ft. trains can be expected to operate on the BNSF line
during the PM peak hour commute. At full speed, each train will block the intersection up to 13 minutes creating grid-lock through the entire City.

This project has been identifi ed as a Frefght Action Strategy (FAST) corridor project - a multi- agency coalition dedicated to improving fretght mobility
throughout the Puget Sourd Region and m|tlgat|ng the impacts on local commumtles

The benefits of the project include:

Removing the conflict of rail/vehicle traffic;

Improving freight mobility for trains/ truck traffic;

Improving emergency vehicle access;

Increasing the capacity to accommodate 2030 traffic volumes;

Improving air quality through emissions reduction from waiting vehrcles

Providing Non-motorized improvements;

Reducing impacts of cut-through traffic on nefghborhood residential streets;

Improving Safety for 53 daily school bus crossings; and

TImprove access to the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) Reglonal Complex and other regional destinations on SR 164

* & & & & ¢ 8 9 @

Justification of funding:
- How does this request fit within the identified bill and account (cite specific precedents and overall purpose of account)?

- How many jobs could this project create and how will it benefit Washington’s 8™ Congressional District?

The Transportation, Housing and Urban Development and Related Agencies is the appropriate legislative vehicle for a transportation request.

The $4.6 million requested will allow the City to complete right of way acquisition. Completion of this portion of the project will enable the City to
secure additional funding for construction from our antlc:pated partners. It is estimated this project will create more than 750 jobs in the gh

Congressional District:

Once completed, the grade separation will not provide any direct employment, however the indlrect benefits to the regional Ports of Seattle and
Tacoma, and the BNSF railioad will allow continued growth and increased economic impact, which will proportionally increase the number of jobs in

-the region, and local and state tax revenues.




?peciﬁc language proposed for Congressman’s request to the subcommittee (if any):

NA

Is there any other relevant information regarding this request that you would like to share?

The M St SE Grade Separation Project is significant to Auburn and its partners because it completes the final segment of the planned M St. Corridor.
The M St Corridor connects regional and manufacturing growth centers, serves local and regmnai destinations, and provides an essential freight
mobility link. The status of the entire Corridor is summarized below:

1} 15" St Segment: SR167 to Auburn Way North, Built with 5 lanes and improved with sidewalks = Complete

2) Harvey Rd Segment: Auburn way North to 8" St NE, Widened to 5 lanes and sidewalks = Complete

3) M St NE: 8" St NE to Main St, Widen to 4 lanes with sidewalks, Construction in 2009 (8% to 4™), $2.25 million (fully funded by City).

4) M St SE; Main St to SR 164, Widen to 4 lanes and grade separate from BNSF railroad = Currently being designed, Est. Const = May 2011, $22.4

million (current appropriations request for $4.6 miilion)

The M St. SE Corridor also provides a direct link between the designated Urban Centers of Auburn, Kent, and Federal Way. This project will improve
the movement of goods and people to and from these centers and locations along the corridor by increasing transit efficiency, freight movement and

roadway capacity.

What is the name and number of the Program Officer for this request?

Have you contacted the Program Officer?

Appropriations Account: (Please check)
ROT&E Procurement ; ogM - Counter Drugs . Medical

National Guard Equipment ) Other (DW, for example)

' Reserv.e Equipment

Service: (Flease check)
Army Army Reserve Navy - Mavy Reserve Marine Corps Marine Corps Reserve

Intelligence Army Guard Air National Guard

Air Force  _ Air Force Reserve

Line Ikem Title:

Identification:

R-1/PE # P-1/Line # TIARA/IMIP (Intel Only)

' Sub—Activity Group (required for Personnel and O&M):




“If’s becoming mere and more common to have people 20 minutes late .. because of the trams.”
’ "~ Aubum Mayor Pete Lewis

uburn’s train mess won't go away

When the grade separation project an Third Street Southwest |s completed in afew months, motor vehicles won't have 1o wait for passing tains,
such as this Amtrak train crossing heneath workers in Auburn Iast week. Motarists complain about trains blocking traffic here and at M Street.

Almost any site
feels like wrong
side of tracks

By Bill Hutchens
Tee News Trisune

Rush-hour traffic was never a pic-
nicin Aubum, but add & freight train
to the mix and you have even bigger
~grablems. .

Corumuter anger rises as divers
5it-20 minutes, 8 halfhour or more
whils tong freight treins rumble past
crossings dowmitown. -

Debbie Tratt, who lives downtown,
says drivers in the know dudk onto
side slreets, clogging otherwise qui-
ot residential areas in pursuit of
ghorkeats around the Burlington
Northern Sante Fe Railway trains.

Glenda Binford says the trains
cause anxiety, especially when they
make drivers late for worlc or picking
. up childzren.

“Tom find yeuraelf thinking, T would
have had enough time if it weren't for
that stupid train, " Binford said,

Residents say fars about further
expansion, of BNSF operations with-
in the city have yet to subside, de-
spite the railroad’s repeated denials
that more ~ and longer — trains axe
in Auburn's future, -

Still, some city officials contend
Auburn is learning to cope with the
big trains. City planning director
Paul Kransa may be typical of the
softening attitudes.

. Krauss once called BNSF's at-
tempts to fix the city’s traffic troubles
| with automated crossing signals “a
. crock.” More recently, he said things
" have been changing for the better.
“Our relationship with the raibroad

Please see Trains, back page

_Bu'llingtai) ;.
Narthern

Feed Motemoros/The News Tibure
TRAINS TAKE OVER: If Burlington

stacked trains through downtown Aubum,
they could be up to & mile-and-ehall
lotrgardblods sever! busy niersections
at once.
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Always back up your CDs? Not for long

‘COPY PROTECTED’: Music
industry fights pirating
with copy-proof discs

By Amy Harmon
THE New YORK TIMES

The recording industry has begun sell-
ing music CD designed to malke it im-
posgible for peaple to capy music te their
compubers, trade songs over the Inter-

net, or transfer therm to portable MP3
players,

Until new, the protected discs have
been distributed mostly in Europe, with
litile publicity. But the strategy has al-
ready hegun to set off some backlash

-therg, as well 48 amorg American mu-

gic lovers who fear they will be unable to
use the increasingly popular porteble
MP3 devices or burn their own CDa of
music that they have legally purchased.

‘The practice is drawing the ire of sev-
eral consumer electronies manufactur-

ers, including Sony Blectronies, which
says it cannof guarantee the audio qual-
ity of these CDs on its players, and Ap-
pls Computer and Sonie Blue, whose
popular portable music players might
suffer if copy-protected CDs became the
norm. .

But the record comgpanies, which
largely blame piracy via compuier and
Internet for the 10 percent declice in
US. music sales last year, are defending
the practice and laying plans to bring

Please see CDs, A12

Nerthem Santa Fe slarts unning couble- . .
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s hean a long end rocky ane, butI think
@e're learning how to co-exish,” Erauss eaid,
_Two of the biggest and most expénaive
public works projects in Auburn's history are
still ongoing, and the city already is looking
ahead to two more major road undertakings
to alleviate traffic woes caused by the trains.
Together, the projects may cost $85 mil-
_..onanBonm. .

fE.could get worse

FAubumn started uF:EWthbEmn cross-
ing improvements more gix years ago,
wher Wﬂmﬁ announced it would recpen its
Stampede Pass line. ’

- Stampede Pass is a major east-west BNSF ~

fight route = one of three in Washington —
m“w.wmmmbm at-a rail yard just west of down-
fvers Auburn, Tn Décember 1996, Burlingion
Fin its first train on the line after 13 years of
dormancy: .

* Residents feared the worat; fwmerous
lenpthy trains clogging Auburn's alveady
tyaffiesheavy main drags, and the transfor-
shation of the rail yard into a fuil-ssale in-
termodel faclity that could bring 2,000 to
2000 drucks a day into the city.

w Fyrthexmers, Amiral and Sound Transil
trains also run gorth and south through the
ity on BNSF tracks, -

¥ But it s the long freight trains that trav-
4} the 114-yean ald Stampede Pags line —-of-
fen half a dozen of more each day — that atir
residents’ faelings. The Erains create the traft
fiesnaria the dty is trfing to fix.”

~_ .bbm it could get atill worse.

Eumm %Emmﬁﬂw&mggﬁliﬁaoﬁ.
cades.. .

That would let Burlingion double-stack
eontainers, a process that algo results in
longes trains. Because of the added-expense
Inenred in stacking an..; i railroads

whether the railroad shonld be held respon-
sibile fir xoad improvements associated with
the reopening of the pass. -

. In 1999, the cburt let stand without com-
w!mu.n alower conrt muling that said railroads

compensate by ¢ théaveral] length
of the train to create economies of scale, That
in biurn might necessitats the vee of the large
_.M.uwwﬁm the campany abandoned in the late
1960s, .

So far, thongh, nothing is official. BNSF
wwmwwnﬂnu Gus Melonas said ramors about
plans to increase rail and truck traffic in
‘Auburn have been fiying since the company
saunounced it would reopen the pass.
numw_.rmﬂ are just no major plens,” Melonas

Mayor Lewis is skeptical: “Td like to get
that in writing”
Fixing the streets
. Auburn is in the roidst of building twe
huge overpesses above the tracks, costing a
total of about $70 million. One is at South
277th Street on the Kent-Auburn border;
another at Third Street Southwest in down-
town Auburn. -t

The Third Street project over BNSF fracks

will provide onxamps to Highway 18 and.

should open this gpring or esrly summer
Tha 277th Street project passes over BINSF
anf Union Pacifid tracks and should be vom-
plated by year-snd. E

Krawss said thie two projects are neck-and-
neck aa the most expensive in the city's is-
tary, outdistancing the reworked Highway
18-Auburn Way North ihterchange complet-

hax it dombist and don’t have €0 pay
more than the B percenit for mitigation re-
quired by federal law,

Otherwise, every little town on every rail
line could sue and stall interstate comamerce,
the courts paid. - : :

As an glternative, Krauss said, the city
helped form the Freight Action Strategy
(FAST corridor’ that includes railway miti-
gation projects between Everett and Taco-
1ma, So far, Auburn has benefited to the fyme
of about $100 million for read projects that
are supposed to help edse prublems
Bmwum.mﬂs EMEEEP for Auly , ject

FAST corridor uoney for Auburn's proj
comes from a combination of federal, state
way Admiristration, the Washington state
Departmens of Transportation, King County,
tha Port of Seattle, the Port of Taeoma, BNSE,

- the City of Awthurn and Jocal developers.

The trains that use the Stampede Pass
1ine cotne north from Tecoma and south from
Seattle, They berd east to run through the
city along the north side of Highway 18.

They are long. And the double-stacks would
‘ba even longer: .

“The host perspective I've had on this,”
Lewis said, “is when the engine crosses M
Street, the last ear will not have passed the
post office or: ‘Third (Street Northesst),” &
distance of about 17 blocks.

Lewia said most trains are sherter than

enovgh and slow enough to cause traffic
backups that tan Iagt half an bous .

“Ti's hetoming more and more common to
have peaple 20 mimtes late to meetings be-
cause of the trains,” he said. “Tve been stuck
ont gaveral oecasions.”

City transportation planner Joe Welsh said”
* the train schedules are unpredictahle at best,

although one BNSF tzain stands vuk.

“The most annoying tzain that I'm aware
of in Auburn actuslly occurs typically on a
Friday afterncon.”he said. That train is “quite
capable of fouling traffic for 20 minutes or
wmore, just when people want to finish their

* work weels

Shaken by the trains -~
Thott, who livea in an older home built by

arailroad employee near the Stampede Fass

line, helped .%..B the Citizens Coalitien for

* Bhe lives ahout a block from the eastward
fing and said her house and others have been

* ghalten by coupling trains. Its better mrmbw«

was at firt b the coalition. compl
she peid, but her home still bas cracks in
the plaster. . :

“T¢'s those banging trains,” she said. “I¥s
wﬁnuoﬁuﬁswom in. 2 while we get areal
Now her concern is the swarms of drivers
trying to avoid the trains by finding alternate

routes,
“People are mﬂ&ﬁ&ﬁmgﬁo%.
hoods.at rush hour” she said. “There's an

® ¢

- underpass for M Street that

ancient underpass en F Streat (Boutheast),

combi cial and ¥ ] 2L AT DL A aatne P LS e = 4 .

But Coamnos, which started in 1885, uses. In the early 1950s, the compa-  and 128 condominiums. pany pays its bilis. In tha past year,
is a relative newcorer to buildiag oy developed a high-rise i Seattle’s _ Mowntlake Terrace and Lynnwood  the company paid some bills more
office towers, beginning its eatly Denny Regrade neighbothood, a.com-  city officials describe Cosmosas a.com- - dlowly then others in the industry.
yeart with apartments and condo- bination ef condominizums and stores,  pany that delivers op its promises. Del Mozo said he's accustoraed to
minjums, The 24-story. Seattle Heights fea- - And they like the company's brick * the smrutiny that comes with big pro-

- . tures 240 condos, with a restavrant  and glass office buildings, jests tnvolving <ity governments. -
The projects #md shops, such as a custom cabinet  “We're really pleased,” said Lee ™ pyhe's dumbfounded by the con-

The company completed tha $35 stors, on the ground flcor. © * | Michaelis, Lynmwood's assistant ¢ty troversy in Tacoma over the proposed
million Bellevue Pacific Center in “We're not a huge merchant planner. Dome project. Perhaps it's because
1995, Tt features 174 condos and buiider; somebody who builds, and  Both cities granted Cosmos encep-  the deal involves Tacoma giving Cos-
85,000 aquare feat of office space. then once the deora are opan, isgone.  tions te their building height re-  moa city-owned land.

The building’s anchor tenants in- Those kinds of developers comeand  girictions after company officilsar- g o d cod goss wnpumished”

cluds Washington Matusl and Amer- 07 Del Moro said. “We become part  gued their case. Neither city, bowev- 1y ¢ wama O ihoen e har-
 ican Express. of the commumnity. We invest.for the en,gave city-owned Jand as Tacoms is o some deEes” i

“By comparison, the Lymawood pro- long term.” i “offering Cosmos in exchange for the  PERINE ers o some e

ject is = amaller building bat offera , I it early years, Cosmes focused compeny building hundreds of new

‘more office space, Tha 520 millipn fest of underground parking. The completed a building helf the size of  on “woody walk-up’ apaximents ~ porking stalls at the Dome, Neither o Stafl writer Martiia Modeen eov-

Casmes Lynawood Center, 1902¢ r:b&bm i5 nat yet. fully leased, Del  the one in Lynnwood four years ago: Ioutique, suburban-style buildings  the Tynnwood nor Mountlake Ter-  ers Tacoma. She can be reached &t

2ard Ave. W., is a 200,000.square- Maorosaid.” - & 100,000aquare foot offive building, —in three-, foe, and five-stary strue- Tace pidjects atizatted controversy.  253-597-8646 or martha.mog:

foot building with 200,000 square  In Mountiake Terrace, Cosmos five stories tall, at 220th Street tures From 1086 ta 1995, thecom-. In Mountlalre Terrace, the excep-  con@mail.tribnet.com.

! . -

ﬂ-ﬂmm =m Horanga and Auburn Mayor Pete Lewia say |, ed in the early 1350 the “mile-and-a-halfers” that would edipss  and it gets vary dangerous with everyorg

]  the city hears rumors about the companys - Auburn took: BNSF all the way to theUS, most of dewntown if double-atacked trams trying to head theve” -
" Gontinued from Al an-again, offsgnin plans to increasethe dear.  Supreme Court in & fight to determine  start vsing the pass. But they're still long  Glentda Binford said her hushand, Faul,

often rides his bike to work in Kent. The eoy:-
ple share child-cars duties, and Paul Bifg:
ford has been late getting home because of
the trains. That, in tum, bas made Glenda
‘Binford lata for work in Tacoma. I
<] sy to do everything I can to aveid i
txacks, but sometimes there's nothing you
can do,” Glenda Binford said. L
She has been late picking up her young
daughtar from m.%o&mwa.hﬁm of the trains.
“I was practicaily panicked because T
thoughtshe'd be there crying,” she said. ‘T gt
2o frustrated” e =
Krauass séid his department is looking at
more solutions, .
Along with the two cverpass projects,
Auburn is exarnining the posgibility of ap
robably would

tia tha road to Auburn anwWEE. ond Road.
The Stampede Pass line crossea both strests,
After that, the city will copsidér extend-

* ing & Street north o conuect o 15th Street

Northwest. I
The city st s studying thoae projects,
Tt Krausa said M Street could cont $13 mil-
lion, and A Btreet coutd cost about $3 million.
He said he slmdders when he thinks about
what would happer {f BNSF turns the ¢itgs
trein yard into an intermodal facility and
brings the bigger trains into town. =
“That is something we dread;’ he paid. “Crar
road system can'thandle that” -
v* Staff writer Bill Hutchens covera Auburn.

Reach him .at 263-941-9636 or '
billhutchens@mai tribnet.com. .
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Cosmos’ Tacoma Dome _ :../:m
project would be its biggest . ,H.Ew

The proposed cffice develepment, at the
Tacoma Dome wotld be the largest cffice
prafect yet for the 25employes Bollevue
flem that wodld-bulid it. But Cosmos De-

_velopment & Admlrilstration Cotp. says
it's up 1o the challenge, and officials In
other Puget Sound cities the company.
nas warked with pralse s ma._mgm.

frustrate City's motorists

Aubura commuters stew over long traffic
tie-ups caused by lengthy frelght trains go-
ing through city crossings, Ovemasses
costing as much as $85 millien will help
with altemative crossings over the next
ami‘u..mma. .

Backup government has been
atithe ready since Sept, 11
President Bush has-dispatched'a shadow
government of about 100 senior chvilian
ranagers to live'and wark secratly out-

- side Washington, activating for the first
time longstanding plans to ensure sur-
vivat of faderal rule after 4 catastrophic
attack on the nation's ¢apital.

‘Copy protected’ €Ds may
put anvend to swapping tunes
The recarding lndustry has beglin selltng
riwele CDs deslgned to meke it impossi-
e for people ta copy music to thelr cam:
puters, trade songs over the-internst, or
transfer them to portable MP3 players.

SOLTH SOUND

-AIDS education ménw.
set to begin Saturday

In Plsrce Courty, blacks accourdt for 8 per
cent of the population, but they make up

N_. percent of the folal number of ADS, . .
cases, A week of AIDS education events
almed at thé bladk community Kicks off
with a. amz_ m:oi on Saturay, BL .

SPORTS S

© o Hearteam iein j:ﬂnvnnm.m_\?i. ..the world's wealthiest peaple; And fargely

BRuce Keuman/ T News ._.a._azm

Auto traffic waits for a frefght ﬁa_n to clear z._m M Strest oamm_:m an 2 weekday. afternoon. Aubum residents often s_m: 20 mirites

for trains to pass here and downtown. m».:« on AL
. Ratings boom or bust? Madden

Competition from Monday Night Footbait
pilghtbe even less of a threat than ever.
In its second straight malor mistake In
the name of stimylating sagging ratings,
the MNF broadceast, has Invited John Med-
den 1o join Al Michaels fo form a twe-man
oqm___,...omﬁ.ma._sm scolumn, €1 -

BUSINESS

this year, thanks to recession
e - {tts-time for the Forbes magazine list of -

gets Monday Night Football call

Billioriairesa little fess: E&md. .

getting old and due for replacement. Thie
Jet maker hopes to persuade them to buy
new Boging models. 81

'SOUNDLIFE
: Federal Ewﬁaroan
to thriving arfs scene

Federal Way may seem |ike a nevernever

land bétween:Seattle and Tacoma, but &
has'a &zszm &rls scene. Even.city resi-
dents donit seem aware-it has an orches:
tra, symphonic band, dafce troupes, the-

.mﬁﬂmzu Ec__m m:.a_dm..mﬁ m_.u. .
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Peter B. Lewis, Mayor

Statement of
The Honorable Peter M. Lewis
Mayor, City of Auburn, WA
Before the
" House Appropriations Committee, Subcommittee on Transportation Housing and Urban
Development and Related Agencies
US House of Representatives

March 27, 2009

Thank you for the opportunity to submit a statement in support of the FY 2010 Appropriations_.. .

request for the M Street S.E. Grade Separation Project.

The City of Aubum respectfully requests an appropriation of $4.6 million through the
Department of Transportation  Federal Highway Administration for the M Street Grade
Separation projeét. “Upon receipt of the funding, the final segment of the M St Corridor will be

complete.

The M St Corridor is a principal arterial connection betweeﬁ'Stéte Route 167 and State Route
164 through Auburn, King County, Washington that connects regional and manufacturing
growth centers, serves local and regional destinations, and provides an essential freight mobility
link. This project is located near State Route 18 (SR18) overpass and the at-grade BNSF rail
crossing in Auburn. Improvements will include: lowering M St SE below the existing BNSF
Stampede Pass rﬁilroad, constructing a new raiiroad bridge and retaining walls, widening the
roadway from 2 to 5 lanes with a center turn lane, improving the signal at M St SE and 4th St- SE

(souther'ly' approach to the grade separation), and installing signal interconnection, curbs, gutters,

AUBURN 3 MORE THAN YOU IMAGINED




Peter B. Lewis, Mayor
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Storm—water facilities, sidewalks and bike lanes. The project will fill the final 800 foot gap in the
M St Corridor sidewalk network and will construct bike lanes that connect to the City's bike
routes. The widening of the roadway through the crossing will remove the last roadway

bottleneck in the M St Corridor and will afford the entire_ Corridor to have a four to five lane

section. This project will create more than 750 jobs in the 8™ Congressional District.

The M Street project is one of the five rgcommended p;ojeqts identiﬁed in the 1997 Auburn
Stampede Rail Traffic Impact Study to mitigate the impacts from BNSF expanding bperations on
the Stampede Pass rail line, noting that 16 to 24 trains may operéte daily. Qn average, three to
four 6,500 foot train can be expected to operate on the BNSF line during the PM peak hour
cotﬁmute. At full speed, each train will block the intersection up to 13 minutes, creating gridlock - - -

throughout the entire City.‘

This project has been identified as a Freight Action Strategy (FAST) corridor project - a multi-
agency coalition dedicated té improving freight mobility throughout the Puget Sound Region and
Im'tigating the impacts of freight movements upon local communities. The M Street Grade
| Séparation' promotes economic development by enhanéing regional freight movements and
_mitigates the environmental impacts of freight on local communities. The project also provides

vehicular capacity and non—ﬁlotorized benefits.

In addition, the benefits of the project will improve emergency vehicle access, make safety

improvements by reducing neighborhood cut-through traffic on residential streets, provide safe

AUBURN * MORE THAN YOU IMAGINED
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pedestrian connections, ensuring the safe crossing of 53 daily school bus crossings and improve

air quality through reducing emissions from vehicles waiting to cross.

On behalf of the City of Auburn, I would like to thank you for the opportunity to lay out the
‘needs and the benefits of the M Street Grade Separation project to the Valley Region, and thank
the City’s hometown Congressman Dave Reichert and the Washington Congressional Delegation

for their support of this project and of the City’s federal efforts.

AUBURN % MORE THAN YOU IMAGINED




WASHINGTON

M Street SE Grade Separation
Auburn, WA

Project Description
This funding request is for the M St SE Grade Separation - EXISTING CONDITIONS
Project which will complete the final segment of the M St
Corridor. The M St Corridor is a principal arterial connection
between SR 167 and SR 164 through Auburn, King County,
Washington. The M St Corridor connects regional and
manufacturing growth centers, serves local and regional
destinations, and provides an essential freight mobility link.

This project is located on M Street SE between 4™ and 6™
Streets SE in the vicinity of Washington State Route 18 (SR18)
overpass and the at-grade BNSF rail crossing in Auburn. The
- project includes lowering M St SE below the existing BNSF
Stampede Pass railroad, constructing a new railroad bridge
and retaining walls, widening the roadway from 2 to 5 lanes
with a center turn lane, improving the signal at M St SE and
© 4th St SE (southerly approach to the grade separation), and
installing signal interconnection, curbs, gutters, stormwater
facilities, sidewalks and bike Ianes The project will fill. the final
800 foot gap in the M St Corridor sidewalk network and will
construct bike lanes that connect to the City's bike routes. The
widening of the roadway through the crossing will remove the
last roadway bottleneck in the M St Corridor and the will afford
the entire Corridor to have a four to five lane section.

M Street SE — Northbound View

 Project Need

The BNSF railroad crossing on M Strest SE severely fimits the-.
. M Street Corridor capacity and safety. The re-opening of

BNSF Railway's Stampede Pass has increased the frequency
of long, slow moving freight trains traveling through the City.
As a result, the at-grade train crossing on M Street SE causes
significant traffic back-ups that overtax the City’s street system
and block emergency vehicles, driveways, and neighboring M Street SE — Southbound View
streets. The increased rail traffic elevates safety hazards to

pedestrians and vehicles that utilize the crossing. L ..

This project was identified in the 1997 Auburn Stampede Rail M STREET GRADE SEPARATION
Traffic Impact Study as necessary to mitigate the impacts from Project Visualization

BNSF expanding operations on the Stampede Pass rail line. _ :
The study identified that 16 to 24 daily trains may operate on
the Stampede Pass line. On average, three to four 6,500 ft. -
trains can be expected to operate on the BNSF line during the
PM peak hour commute. At full speed, each train will block the
intersection up to 13 minutes at a fime, creatmg citywide
gridlock. :

This project has been identified as a Freight Action Strategy
(FAST) corridor project. FAST is a multi-agency coalition -
dedicated to improving freight mobility throughout the Puget
Sound Region and mitigating the impacts of freight movements
upon local communities.

Citv of Auburn Contacts

Jacob Sweeting, Project Manager, City of Auburn - 253.804.5059 — jsweeting@auburnwa.gov
Carolyn Robertson, Government Relations Manager — 253.931.3096 — crobertson@auburnwa.qgov

March, 2009 . . -1-




